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CANDID  COMPARISON 


Of  the  refpeCtive  States  of 


G  r  e  A  t-B  r  i  t  a  i  n  and  her  Enemies. 


H  A  T  Great-Britdin  is  vidtori- 
^  *  pg  ous,  and  that  her  Enemies  are 
jsJhJ  vanquished,  is  viiible  to  all  Na¬ 
tions.  Yet,  amidft  this  exultation  for 
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our 
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our  Succefies,  we  fnould  refledt  (.hat  Con- 
queft  and  Felicity  are  net  always  Com¬ 
panions  in  the  fame  State.  To  acquire 

Glory  and  to  become  formidable  are  fe- 

► 

dudtive  Objects ;  but  are  they  not  too  fre¬ 
quently  falacious  ?  Have  Kingdoms  been 
lefs  feldom  undone  by  Victory  than  De¬ 
feat  ?  Does  not  the  Hiftory  of  all  Na¬ 
tions  evince  that  Ruin  has  ultimately  re¬ 
fill  ted  from  Succefs  in  Arms  ?  Are  there 
rot,  therefore.  Moments,  when  to  abftain 
from  conquering  (hews  more  Difcern- 
ment  in  a  Nation’s  Conduit  than  to  pur- 
fue  it  to  Extremity  ? 


The  Laurel  W reath,  twined  with  the 
peaceful  Olive,  is  the  nob] eft  Diadem 
that  can  furround  a  Monarch’s  Temples,. 
But,  when  the  baleful  Cyprus  mixes  with 
the  Victor’s  Crown,  and  Fame  is  pur- 
chafed  by  Deftrudtion  ;  when  conquering 
States  deplore  the  Fate  of  their  Succelfes, 
and  Triumphs  conclude  in  doubling  Op- 

V 

preffion  : 
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predion  :  Are  thefe  Objects  to  be  purfued 
by  fagacious  Men  ? 

But  Declamation  apart.  Let  me  fairly 
lay  before  the  Public  the  refpedive  States 
of  Great- B / 'it am,  and  of  her  Enemies, 
without  Aggrevation  or  Referve ;  when, 
if,  from  a  difpaflicnate  Refearch  and 
candid  Comparifon,  the  Expediency  of 


concluding  a  Peace  appears  too  evident 
to  be  contradicted ;  may  I  not  prefume 
that  Britons  will  no  longer  attempt,  by  ill- 
timed  and  injurious  Clamour,  to  obftrud 
the  Path  which  leads  to  that  fupreme 
Felicity.  And,  as  nothing  is  intended 
by  this  Appeal  to  the  Nation,  but  an 
impartial  Difplay  of  Truth,  unbialled  by 
Attachment  to  any  pad:  or  prefent  Mi- 
nifter ;  and,  if  the  Arguments  I  ihall 
offer  are  founded  on  indifputable  Fads, 
and  on  Principles  univerfally  received  in 
commercial  States  ;  will  the  Subjcds  of 
England,  whohave  lb  iignally  fubdued  their 


Enemies 
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Enemies  by  fuperiour  Valour,  inglo- 
rioufly  refufe  to  obey  the  DiGates  of 
Reafon,  and  to  triumph  in  both  De¬ 
partments  ? 

At  the  Commencement  of  Hoftilities, 
whilft  the  Commerce  of  France  fell  a 
Prey  to  our  Ships  of  War  and  Corfairs, 
the  Diftreffes  which  arofe  therefrom 
were  feverely  felt  by  the  Merchants 
of  that  Kingdom,  and  numerous  were 
the  Bankruptcies  which  intervened.  Du¬ 
nne:  that  Interval  their  Looms  and 
other  Implements  of  Trade,  were  un¬ 
employed,  and  the  Calamities  of  Indi¬ 
viduals  encreafed,  by  fufpenaing  the  Cir¬ 
culation  of  that  Money*  which  Manufac¬ 
tories  tranfmit  from  Man  to  Man;  and 
with  the  fame  Sum  fupply  the  Occafions 
of  many  in  a  fhort  Space. 

But  Commerce,  like  Rivers  obftrudted 
in  their  ufual  Courfe,  foon  forms  itfelf 

another 


another  Channel.  While  the  Source  re¬ 
mains,  the  Stream  will  find  a  V  ent,  tno 
retarded  by  the  Neceffity  of  locking  new 
Ways,  and  more  diftant,  by  the  Encreafe 
of  its  Meanders. 

% 

When  the  Impracticability  of  fending 
Merchandize  in  their  own  Bottoms,  to 
which  our  Captures  had  reduced  the 
French ,  was  difeerned  by  otner  States, 
the  Advantages  that  might  ariie  there¬ 
from  quickly  engaged  the  Dutch,  Danes , 
and  other  Nations,  to  avail  thcmiclves 
thereof,  and  to  fupply  that  Deficiency. 
Since  the  maritime  States  of  Europe  have 
encouraged  Navigation  and  Commerce, 
the  Exportation  of  the  Commodities  of 
thofe  People  with  whom  we  are  at  war 
can  no  longer  be  prevented;  as  when 
the  United  Provinces  *  and  this  Realm 
were  the  foie  commercial  Powers.  W  ith 
the  Arrival  of  foreign  Ships  the  Manu¬ 
factories  of  our  hoes  received  new  Life; 

B  3  T rade 


Trade  alTumed  another  Courfe;  Money 
dowed  again  through  the  Realm ; 
Strangers  purchafed  and  exported  for 
themfelves,  or  carried  for  the  Natives 
thofe  Commodities  which  we  are  not 
enabled  to  prevent  from  being  manu¬ 
factured,  nor  entitled  to  reflrain  from 
being  exported.  And,  Inch  is  the  ava- 
l  itious  Spirit .  cf  Commerce,  even  the 
Merchants  of  England,  renouncing  their 
Allegiance  and  their  Country’s  Welfare, 
affifted  their  Enemies,  by  purchafing  their 
Merchandize,  which  they  fold  to  the 
Enrkifh  Cities  of  the  Levant.  By  this 
i  ranfadtion  they  deprived  their  Country¬ 
men  of  thofe  Profits  which  would  other- 
wile  have  refuted  from  the  Employment 
of  dome  Thoufands  of  their  Hands,  and 
the  Sale  of  many  thoufand  Pieces  of  their 
Woollen  Cloaths. 


It  is  true,  indeed,  the  vifionarv  Schemes 

J 

of  one  futile  Miniftcr  produced  the  Coin- 


age  of  the  Plate  of  France  into  Money  ; 
fufpended  Payment  of  the  Intereft  of  the 
national  Debt ;  and  reduced  the  King¬ 
dom  to  an  apparent  Poverty.  Thefe, 
indeed,  funk  its  Powers  in  the  Opinion 
of  all  thofe  whofe  Views  cannot  pene¬ 
trate  the  Surface  of  Things ;  but  that 
finifter  Management  has  been  long  abo- 
lilhed,  the  Author  of  it  exiled,  and  the 
national  Supplies  are  now  railed  in  the 
ufual  Manner.  This  evinces,  that  ei¬ 
ther  fuch  Coinage  was  unneceffary  at 
that  Time,  or  that  the  Neceffity  is  re¬ 
moved  by  the  Renovation  of  their  Com¬ 
merce ;  and  that  however  we  might  de¬ 
lude  ourfclvcs  with  the  Exp“Rat  on  oi 
their  fudden  Ruin  from  that  Cattle,  the 
Day  is  yet  at  a  Diftance. 

That  we  have  taken  the  greateft  Part 
of  their  Colonies,  and  deftroyed  their 
Fleet,  is  undeniable ;  yet,  fuch  is  the 

capricious  Confequence  of  thole  Events, 
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even  the  preceding  Circumllances  are 
not  void  of  Advantage  to  the  French: 
And  what  is  yet  full  as  extraordinary, 
have  added  but  little  Emolument  to 
the  Subjects  of  our  Dominions. 

Before  the  Redudion  of  Guadeloupe , 
Martinico,  and  the  other  American  Iflands, 
tlie  Produds  thereof  were  purchafed  by 
Cartel  Ships  from  the  Continent,  at  very 
ealy  Rates  j  and  the'  Manufadures  of 
England  were  taken  in  Return  at  exor¬ 
bitant  Prices.  By  thefe  Means  the  Pro¬ 
fits  which  arofe  therefrom,  when  the 
Merchandize  was  tranfmitted  into  Em- 
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landy  remained  the  Property  of  the  Eng - 
KJh  Subjects  of  America .  This,  though 
an  illicit  Trade,  was  fuch  as  ought  to 
have  been  indulged ;  becaule  of  the  vaft 
Advantage  which  accrued  therefrom  to 
this  Kingdom. 


But 
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But,  when  thofe  Ihands  were  fubdued 
by  our  Arms,  the  Inhabitants  by  the 
Articles  of  Capitulation,  were  placed  in 
a  Situation  equally  advantageous  with  the 
Subjects  of  our  Sugar-Colonies.  Factors 
from  this  Kingdom  thronged  thereto, 
with  fuch  immenfe  Abundance  of  Eng- 
lijh  Merchandize,  that  the  Prices  of  our 
Commodities  were  reduced  below  thofe 

f 

of  the  Materials  and  the  manufacturing. 
The  French,  therefore,  purchafed  on 
more  eafy  Terms  than  our  own  Subjects, 

and  being  impowered  to  export  their  own 

0 

Productions  to  Great-Britain ,  by  this 
Change  of  Affairs,  they  converted  into 
Money  all  that  Produce,  which  exceeded 
the  Purchafe  of  thofe  Neceffaries  of 
Life  which  they  wanted ;  and  thofe  Sums 
were  remitted  into  France ,  their  Mother 
Country,  to  whofe  Obedience  they  knew 
they  fhould  ultimately  return.  In  this 
Manner  we  refcinded  the  Subjects  of 
England  from  improving  their  Fortunes, 

and 


and  eventually  conquered  to  enrich  our 
Enemies. 

Nor  is  this  the  foie  Benefit  which  the 
French  have  derived  from  the  Lofs  of 
their  Plantations,  and  Demolition  of  their 
Fleet.  The  Expences  of  fupporting 
them  are  faved  to  that  Nation,  and  they 
are  thereby  enabled  to  continue  the  War 
by  fo  much  the  longer,  as  their  Supplies 
are  annually  diminifhed.  In  Confequence 
of  this,  though  their  Revenues  decline, 
the  Requifition  thereof  decreafing  s  alio, 
they  are  reduced  to  no  greater  Difficul¬ 
ties,  bv  the  Deprivation  of  their  Planta¬ 
tions  ;  and  they  have  this  additional  Ad¬ 
vantage  of  preferving  the  Lives  of  Thou¬ 
sands  of  their  Subjects,  to  be  employed 
in  Arts,  Agriculture  and  Manufactories. 

t 

Though  the  Export  of  their  Mer¬ 
chandize,  by  their  own  Velfels,  is  at  a 
Stand,  their  Ships  are  not  all  taken,  nor 

their 


their  Seamen  (lain,  nor  iittprilonned. 
Thofe  who  yet  remain,  are  engaged  in 
eruifirig  on  the  Veffels  of  England ;  and 
the  Fate  of  Things  is  inverted.  Whilffc 
our  Privateers  have  no  more  Employ¬ 
ment,  theirs  fill  the  Seas,  and  amazing 
is  the  Number  of  Captures  which  they 
make.  All  they  take  is  Profit.  It  is  as 
in  adventuring  in  Mines,  though  the  In¬ 
dividuals  may  fometimes  be  undone,  the 
Realm  mull  be  enriched.  Such  being 
the  true  Refult  of  French  Affairs,  re- 
fpefting  the  Lofs  of  their  Fleets  and  Co¬ 
lonies,  the  foie  expenfive  Particular  which 
at  prefent  remains,  is  the  Maintenance 
of  their  Forces  in  Germany;  and  even 
thefc  they  have  not  augmented  by  levying 
one  new  Regiment,  whilft  ours  have 
been  more  than  trebled.  In  like  Man¬ 
ner  the  Evpence  of  maintaining  them 
does  not  exceed  the  Third  of  that  Sum 
which  we  expend  on  our  own  Troops 
and  thofe  of  our  Allies.  And  as  our 

American 
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our  Condition  in  Reality  ;  fo  thofe  in 
Europe  have  not  only  adminiftred  to  the 
Emolument  of  our  Enemies,  but  even 
precipitated  our  Inabilities  to  perfift  in 
War. 

\  - 


Had  the  Convention  of  Closer -Seven 
remained  unbroken,  and  Hanover  in  the 
Hands  of  France ,  ouf  Armies  had  re¬ 
turned  to  their  native  Soil,  the  Lives  of 
Thoufands  of  our  ufeful  Subjects,  and 
all  the  Millions  we  have  confumed  in 
fupporting  our  Troops,  and  the  Subfi- 
dies  we  have  paid  to  German  Princes, 
had  been  faved.  But  as  Things  have 
happened,  the  indecifive  Victories  which 
we  have  won  have  only  continued  and 
cncreafed  our  immenfe  Expences ;  and 
the  Refult  of  all  our  Succeffes  on  that 
Continent  has  hitherto  terminated  in  ex- 


haufting  our  native  Country,  and  render¬ 
ing  her  lets  able  to  perl'evere  in  War  : 

And 
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And  in  this  Manner  the  French  haw 
profited,  and  we  have  been  reduced  more 
egregioufly  by  our  own  Conquefts  than  it 
could  have  been  effected  by  their  Tri¬ 
umphs  and  our  Defeats. 

Having  in  this  Way  impartially  con- 
fidered  the  Confequenees  of  the  W ar, 
refpcdting  our  Enemies,  both  in  Europe 
and  America,  let  me  fairly  lay  before  you 
the  Effects  which  it  has  produced  on  this 
Ill  and. 

It  is  readily  allowed  that  the  Number 
of  our  trading  Ships  is  encreafed  beyond 
that  of  all  preceding  Times;  and  that 
the  Export  of  our  Commodities  may  be 
greater  than  before  our  Conquefts.  Thefe 
Objects  to  a  tranfient  View  bear  the  Face 
of  encreafing  Wealtli  and  improving 
Powers.  Let  us  now  examine  if  thefe 
Particulars  include  not  fomething  rather 
illufive  than  beneficial  :  And,  in  order 

to 
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to  a  juft  DifquilTtion  of  this  Subject,  we 
muft  coniiuer  the  Situation  of  our  Forces, 
and  in  what  thofe  Veil  els  were  employed. 
If  we  caft  our  Eyes  on  the  Map  of  the  ter¬ 
raqueous  Globe,  we  fhall  find  in  every 
Quarter  thereof  the  Subjects  of  Great - 
Jj>  itain  in  Fleets  and  Armies  are  encreafed 
beyond  all  previous  Example.  In  Confe- 
quence  of  this  the  IVeceffaries  of  Life 
and  War  are  proportionably  required  in 
tliofe  Climates  j  and  from  thence  arifes, 
in  a  great  Degree,  the  Augmentation  of 
our  exported  Commodities,  and  of  the 
Number  of  Veflels  engaged  therein,  and 
in  Tranfports.  To  an  inqmltive  Refearch, 
therefore,  the  preceding  Circurn fiances 
will  lofe  their  fpecious  Fare  of  Advan¬ 
tage.  Would  the  Subjeds  of  this  Ifland 
employed  in  thofe  Land  and  naval  Arma¬ 
ments,  who  are  fed  and  c-oathed  in  di- 
fuint  Climes,  have  neither  werne  nor 
con  fumed  the  like  Neceffaries,  had  they 
never  quitted  the  Shores  of  England f 

Do 
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Do  the  Stores  of  War  purchafed  and  pre¬ 
pared  at  vail  Expence,  and  exported,  ne¬ 
ver  return  ?  Do  the  Sums  of  Money  re¬ 
mitted  to  tliofe  Parts,  to  pay  the  Soldiery, 
add  to  the  Wealth  of  this  Nation? 
Thefe,  indeed,  encreafe  the  Buftle  of 
Addon,  and  may  enrich  the  Individuals 
that  are  employed  therein ;  but  they 
bring  no  Wealth  to  this  Realm,  unleis 
encreafing  Taxes  and  heavier  Imports, 
to  furnifh  thofe  Expences,  improve  a 
Nation’s  Treafure.  On  what  Bafis  then, 
do  they  found  the  boafted  Benefits  of 
this  bufier  Scene  of  crowding  Sails,  trans¬ 
porting  that  Merchandize  to  other  Lands, 
which  have  been  purchafed  by  Money 
levied  on  the  Subjeds  of  this  Kingdom. 

It  is  a  Maxim  univerfally  adopted  in 
all  commercial  States,  that  the  Riches  of 
a  People  are  conftantly  in  Proportion  to 
the  Number  of  Inhabitants,  and  the 
Cheapnefs  of  their  Productions :  And, 

con- 
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confequently,  that  as  the  former  decreafc, 
and  the  latter  become  more  expenfive, 
that  fuch  Nations  muff  neceflanly  decline 
in  Wealth  and  Power.  Let  us  reflect 
then,  one  Moment,  on  the  prefent  Con¬ 
dition  of  thofe  Subjects,  and  we  {hall 
immediately  perceive,  that  the  many 
Thoufands  which  we  have  taken  from 
the  Culture  of  the  Soil,  from  Arts  and 
Manufactures,  to  fupply  our  naval  and 
Land  Armaments,  and  to  fpread  Con¬ 
quer!  every  where,  have  not  only  been 
engaged  in  diminifhing  the  Riches  of 
Great-Bntain ,  by  being  employed  at  an 
immenfe  Expence ;  but  by  being  with¬ 
drawn  from  encreafing  it  by  their  Indu- 
ftry  and  Labour :  And  that  as  they  pe- 
rifh  and  are  fupplied  by  new  Levies,  the 
Evil  not  only  encreafes,  by  rendering  fuch 
Subjects  lefs  numerous,  but  by  preventing 
the  Propagation  of  others  to  fill  their 
Places.  The  Sea  and  Army  not  only  de¬ 
vour  and  are  fed  by  fuch  Men,  but  the 


un- 


unfettled  State  of  them  prevents  their 
Marriages,  and  confequently  refcinds  the 
neceffary  Supply  of  Hands  to  fuila.n  the 
Calls  of  Commerce.  A  Confequence 
adequate  to  the  Deprivation  of  our  I  rade, 
becaufe  no  Nation  can  export  more  than 
it  can  manufacture,  and  none  can  manu¬ 
facture  great  Quantities  where  there  are 
but  few  Workmen  to  be  employed. 

Thus,  whilft  the  Nation  requires  a 
more  numerous  Progeny,  it  produces  lefs* 
And  whilft  Debts  and  Taxes  annually 
encreafe,  the  Burden  of  which  is  alle¬ 
viated  in  Proportion  to  the  Populoufnefs 
of  the  Kingdom,  inferiour  Numbers  are 
doomed  to  bear  it.  In  this  Manner  the 
Strength  and  Riches  of  Grcat-Britain 
daily  decline,  and  the  Oppreffion  be¬ 
comes  greater  on  the  Surviving ;  fmee 
Ministers  remove  no  Imports  during 
War,  and  fewer  Hands  rnurt  labour  to 
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fupply  what  national  Emergencies  de¬ 
mand  and  will  receive. 

\ 
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Such  being  the  true  State  of  Things, 
it  is  manifeft  why  thofe  Artifans,  Ma¬ 
nufacturers  and  Hu  than  d  men  that  yet 
remain  in  their  feveral  Occupations,  are 
more  intenfdy  employed  than  before  their 
Numbers  were  diminiihed.  But  though 
there  are  no  idle  Weavers  to  be  found, 
are  there  no  Looms  unworked  ?  Are 
there  no  Implements  of  Trade  lying  ufe- 
lefs,  though  all  the  Artifans  are  fully 
engaged  in  Bufineis  ?  Though  the  Huf- 
bandmen  are  all  employed,  are  there  not 
innumerable  Acres  of  cur  Lands  left  un¬ 
cultivated,  by  that  Scarcity  of  Hands 
which  the  Demands  of  War  have  pro¬ 
duced  ?  Is  not  then  the  Bufineis  of  fuch 
Men  as  much  the  EfFedt  of  finking  Num¬ 
bers  as  of  improving  Trade. 
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What  muft  he  the  Fate  of  thofe  Sub¬ 
jects  whom  minifterial  Demands  have  by 
Thoufands  converted  to  the  naval  Service  ? 
Where  will  they  find  Employment  when 
Peace  returns  ?  Great-Britain  cannot 
afford  their  daily  Bread  to  all.  Neceffity 
will,  therefore,  compel  the  greateft  Num¬ 
ber  into  Exile  ;  and  thus  thofe  Men  who 
furvive  the  Fate  of  War,  who,  without 
Hoftilities,  had  tilled  the  Soil,  thrown 
the  Shuttle,  laboured  at  the  Forge,  been 
engaged  in  commercial  Occupation  and 
enriched  the  Community,  will  not  only 
be  for  ever  loll;  to  their  Country’s  Wei- 
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fare,  but  contribute  to  that  of  other 
Climes.  In  this  Manner  do  not  the 
Refources  of  fupporting  War  decline  as 
our  Victories  encreale  ?  And  the  Advan¬ 
tages  of  other  States  improve  by  the  ill- 
judged  Diminution  of  our  own. 

With  accumulatine  Taxes  all  Things 

O  CD 

mull:  neceffarily  become  dearer  and  with 
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decreafxng  Numbers  each  Individual  muft 
be  more  opprelTed  :  Circumftances  fevere- 
1  y  felt  at  this  In  (hint,  and  which  muft 
conftantly  augment  with  the  Continua¬ 
tion  of  War  and  new  Taxations.  From 
thefe  Caufes  the  Price  of  Labour  muft 
be  enflamed ;  lince  Men  muft  have  the 
Neceffaries  of  Life,  and  "will  inevitably 
avail  themfelves  of  the  Scarcity  of  Llands 
and  the  Degree  of  the  Demand  of  them. 
And  this  Effedf  is  indifputably  evinced  by 
thofe  Tumults  which  are  daily  excited  by 
Munufadturers  and  Artifans  of  all  Deno¬ 
minations.  Aik  fuch  Men  if  their 
former  Wages  will  purchafe  Necefiaries 
at  the  preient  Prices.  Aik  the  Clothier 
and  \  •  caver  I  *'  a_ir  Workmen  are  hired 

bums  they  received  content- 
re  vWr  ?  Will  tire  Farmer 
I ..  urbane  nen  and  Servants 
.me  Hire  as  heretofore  ? 


a-  ^ne  i-.f.r 


(  lu* 


M 


1  i 


LOT 


1  C 


Rewards  of  all  Employments 
«  -  ..y  aggravated  through  the  whole 
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Nation  ?  And  muft  not  thefe  Evils  be 
augmented  in  Proportion  to  the  Conti¬ 
nuation  of  Hoftilities  ?  Have  we  gained 
any  Thing  by  the  Acquifition  of  the 
Trench  Colonies,  but  the  Fate  of  paying 
dearer  for  all  our  own  Produce  ?  Vv  hat 
then  will  ultimately  prove  the  Fate  of  our 
Exports,  fince  Merchandize  and  Manu¬ 
factures  are,  and  will  become  either  more 
expenfive  in  the  Purchafe,  or  inferiour 
in  their  Qualities  ?  Can  Commerce  be 
fupported  under  fuch  inaufpicious  Cir- 
cumftances?  Muft  it  not  feek  Refuge  in 
Kingdoms  where  it  is  more  benignly 
treated  ? 

That  fuch  have  been  and  will  conti¬ 
nue  to  be  the  Confequences  of  War  is 
not  to  be  denied  nor  avoided.  Let  it  lie 
granted,  however,  that  during  Hoftilities 
the  Ballance  of  Trade  has  been  greatly 
in  Favour  of  this  Nation  ;  even  this  Con- 
ceffion,  I  apprehend,  will  prevail  but 

C  little 
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little  in  the  Minds  of  thinking  Men  for 
the  Continuance  of  them.  In  order  to 
make  this  Ballance  advantageous  to  the 
State,  it  ought  to  remain  therein.  Now 
I  appeal  to  the  unbialfed  Opinion  of  all 
Men,  whether  our  Expences  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe  have  not  exceeded  all 
that  we  have  acquired  by  Commerce 
from  the  other  Regions  of'  the  World : 
And,  whether  there  is  not  lefs  Bullion  in 
England  at  this  Moment,  than  at  the 
Declaration  of  War  ?  If  this  be  denied 
to  what  Caufe  is  the  prefent  Diminution 
of  our  Specie  to  be  aferibed  ?  And,  whilft 
the  French  have  been  converting  their 
Plate  into  Money,  wherefore  have  we 
been  obliged  to  give  the  Value  thereof  to 
Reams  of  Paper  ?  Was  it  not  to  fupply 
the  Efcape  of  real  Riches  ? 

Whatever,  therefore,  we  have  gained 
by  Trafl  ick  has  not  remained  with  us ; 
the  German  States  are  folely  benefited  by 
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our  encreafing  Commerce,  and  w-_  have 
toiled  for  that  Harveft  which  they  have 
reaped.  In  this  View  let  the  Acquifition 
by  Trade  be  eftimated  at  what  Degree 
it  may,  it  only  proves  that  we  have  la¬ 
boured  the  more  intenfely  for  other 
Powers,  and  that  this  Nation  has  not 
derived  the  lead:  Advantage  from  it. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  immenfe  Fortunes 
have  been  made  in  Polls  and  Maces,  by 
Contrails,  Remittances  and  fupplying  the 
national  Loans;  but  as  thofe  have  been 
raifed  on  the  Supplies  which  the  People 
have  been  taxed  to  find,  and  are  depofited 
in  the  Funds,  they  have  contributed  to 
impoverifh  the  State,  though  they  have 
enriched  their  Owners ;  fince  all  .Things 
mull  become  dearer  in  Confequcnce 
thereof,  and  the  Iloneft  and  Induilrious 
muft  labour  more  Hours  than  heretofore, 
to  difeharge  the  Intcreft  ol  them. 
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Thefe  are  the  Erfebts  of  this  War. 
Nor  thefe  alone.  The  Expence  which 
it  has  produced  is  beyond  Example.  Be- 
fides  the  Supplies  which  have  been  an¬ 
nually  raifed  in  the  common  Way,  we 
have  incurred  a  Debt  of  fixty  Millions, 
which  has  already  advanced  the  Whole 
thereof  to  the  enormous  Sum  of  one 
Hundred  and  thirty  Millions,  and  mull 
encreafe  it  to  one  Hundred  and  fifty, 
fbould  Peace  be  now  concluded,  before 
the  Debts  incurred  and  neceffary  Expences 
of  difbanding  Armies,  &c.  be  difchargedj 
the  Intereft  of  which  will  remain  to  in¬ 
cumber  our  Commerce,  and  to  opprefs 
ourfelves  and  our  Poflerity. 


During  the  Rupture  with  France  alone, 
the  Spaniard  forefeeing  the  Neceffity  of 
uniting  his  Forces  with  the  French,  ex¬ 
erted  every  Meafure  which  might  fill  his 
Coffers,  v/hilft  we  were  exhaufling  ours ; 
and  prepared  himfelf  for  engaging  in  the 

War 


War  with  formidable  Powers.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this,  it  was  not  on  his  Fleets 
and  Armies  that  he  depended  for  the  ul¬ 
timate  Reduction  of  this  Illand  to  the 
Terms  which  he  propofed.  Being  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with  our  Debts  and  Fi¬ 
nances,  he  was  perfuaded,  that  tho’  Vic¬ 
tory  declared  eternally  for  us,  the  Event 
rnuft  reduce  us  to  Conditions  infupport- 
able  by  the  State,  occafioned  by  the  Im- 
menfity  of  its  Debt,  and  the  DeftruCtion 
of  its  Inhabitants.  And  that  a  few  Years 
Prolongation  of  the  War  muft  place  their 
Defeats  in  Triumphs  oyer  our  Con- 
quefts. 


In  order,  therefore,  to  engage  our 
Troops  in  the  Defence  of  Portugal ,  and 
to  enflame  the  national  Expence  of  Eng¬ 
land,  War  was  refolved  on  by  Spain 
againft  both  Nations.  The  Englljb 
thought  it  requifite  to  enter  into  the 
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Defence  of  the  former,  and  fent  it  Sm£ 
cours. 

f 

By  thefe  Means  we  became  involved 
in  frefh  Embaraffments,  and  obliged  to 

o 

greater  Expences  ;  not  lefs  than  twenty 
Millions  being  now  requifite  for  the  an¬ 
nual  Demands  of  Government.  And, 
luppofing  we  can  find  Supplies  to  fup- 
port  the  War  four  Years  longer,  I  leave 
it  to  the  public  Decifion,  whether  the 
national  Intereffc  and  the  Deftrudtion  of 
our  Subjects  will  not  prove  a  total  An¬ 
nihilation  of  our  Commerce  by  the  ex- 
ceffive  Rates  to  which  our  Commodities 
mull  be  thereby  advanced. 

That  our  Enemies  are  capable  of  luf~ 
taining  Hoftilities  for  that  Duration,  can 
hardly  be  called  in  Queftion.  The  French 
by  their  diminifiied  Expences,  and  Re- 
fources  which  they  will  derive  from  the 
Clergy,  the  Effedt  of  which  the  Jefuits 

have 
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have  firlft  perceived,  will  certainly  be 

enabled ;  and  if  that  be  impracticable, 

the  full  Treafury  of  the  'Spaniard  may 

eafily  fupply  that  Deficiency.  Thus, 

whatever  we  acquire  by  our  Conquefts, 

we  fhall  continually  approximate  to  Ruin 

as  War  fubfifts;  but  as  that  mud  prove 

impofiible  to  be  long  fuftained,  we  mull 

ultimately  conclude  a  fhameful  Peace  in 
* 

the  Midft  of  Victory  and  DeftruCtion,  a 
beggared  State  and  a  flarving  People. 

Such  are  the  refpeCtive  Situations  of 
Great-Britain  and  her  Enemies.  And, 
after  a  difpafiionate  Examination  on  every 
Side,  what  are  the  Advantages  which  we 
have  acquired,  and  what  are  the  real 
Loftes  which  they  have  fuftained  ?  Is 
there  a  fober  Mind  unconvinced  that  the 
Difficulties  of  fupporting  War  are,  in 
FaCt,  much  greater  on  the  Part  of  Eng¬ 
land  than  of  her  Antagonifts  ?  If  France 
has  loft  her  Dominions,  is  fhe  not  there- 


r 


MeM 


_ 


( ) 

%  \ 

by  enabled  to  carry  on  Hoftilities  the 
longer  ?  If  we  have  poffdfed  them,  are 
we  not  well  nigh  difqualified  from  fur- 
nifliing  the  Demands  of  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  ?  If  we  have  encreafed  cur  Com¬ 
merce,  do  not  our  Difburfements  exceed 
the  Profits  which  are  derived  therefrom  ? 
If  they  have  no  Merchant  Ships,  do  not 
their  Privateers  fupply  that  Defed  ;  and, 
do  not  the  Captures  which  they  make 
as  effedually  anfwer  to  the  Money  which 
is  tranfmitted  to  their  Troops,  as  that, 
which  is  gained  by  England,  to  thofe  of 
this  Realm  ?  Have  they  not  acquired 
an  Ally  which  can  furnifh  them  with 
pecuniary  Demands  and  improve  their 
Condition  l  Have  we  not  united  in  the 

'  1 

Defence  of  Portugal,  which  cannot  fup¬ 
ply  our  Calls,  and  muff  encreafe  our  Pro- 
fufion  ? 

In  this  Light  the  prefent  Situation  of 
Affairs,  and  future  alfo,  without  the 

Con- 
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Oonclufion  of  Peace,  appear  to  my  Eyes. 
But  as  I  am  fallible  there  are  Men  who 

i 

alTert  it  practicable  to  continue  War  and 
to  eftablifh  Pacification  without  reftoring 
the  Conquefts  we  have  made,  I  fliall  in¬ 
dulge  them  in  fuch  vifionary  Opinions, 
and  endeavour  to  prove,  that  though  we 
fhouid  fubdue  the  whole  Dominions  of 
America ,  and  retain  them  in  our  Elands 
that  no  real  Benefit  could  be  derived 
therefrom.  And  that  France  would  fill 
preferve  the  Means  of^drawing  fuch  Ad¬ 
vantages  from  it,  as  neither  Fleets  nor 
Armies  can  prevent  or  diminifh.  Singu¬ 
lar  as  this  Pofition  may  appear,  I  delire 
no  farther  Credit  to  be.  given  thereto 
than  is  to  be  honeflly  deduced  from  uni- 
verfal  Experience  and  indifputable  Prin¬ 
ciples. 

True  Difcernment  is  the  Fate  of  few. 

'  • 

The  Vanity  of  Conqueft  and  the  Lull 
of  private  Intereft  too  frequently  elude 

the 
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the  Force  of  Reafon.  Befides  thefe. 
Men  in  general  form  Opinions  of  the 
Rectitude  and  Fallacy  of  new  Propor¬ 
tions  from  Analogy  with  what  they  have 
been  long  accuftomed  to  think  right  or 
erroneous ;  and  confequently  accede  with 
Relu&ance  to  thofe  difpleafing  Truths 
which  tell  them  they  have  hitherto  been 
miftaken.  But,  I  hope,  that  fuch  Mo¬ 
tives  will  have  little  Influence,  at  this 
Moment,  the  mod;  critical  which  has 
ever  dawned  on  «this  Nation ;  on  the 
Remit  of  which  our  future  Welfare  or 
total  Ruin  muff  abfolutely  depend. 

F  rom  a  Survey  of  European  Commerce 
it  is  apparent,  that  thofe  States  have  been 
moff  remarkably  enriched,  which  have 
extended  their  Navigation  the  fartheff. 
From  this  View  it  has  been  too  prompt- 
Iv  concluded,  that  by  fuch  Meafures  the 
foie  Pow'cr  of  agrandizing  Kingdoms  is 
to  be  acquired.  And  thus  that  Practice 

which 


which  originally  fprung  from  temporary 
Neceffity,  and  an  enterprifing  Spirit,  has 
received  the  Sanction  of  being  indifput- 
ably  the  bed,  by  Length  of  Cuftom. 

In  order  to  difcover  the  Fallacy  of  this 
prevalent  Opinion,  let  it  be  recollected  in¬ 
to  what  Dominions  the  immenfe  Quan¬ 
tities  of  Gold  and  Silver,  which  have 
been  drawn  from  the  Mines  of  Soutb- 
Amerlca ,  are  to  be  found.  Will  it  not 

then  be  manifest  that  they  have  been 

% 

tranfported  into  thofe  Realms,  whofe  Na¬ 
vies  have  never  reached  the  Shores  of 
Europe  ?  Our  Fleets  have  wafted  them 
to  the  Ports  of  the  Levant,  to  China , 
and  the  Eajl-Indics,  in  order  to  purchafe 
the  produce  of  thofe  Realms.  The  La¬ 
bour  of  their  Natives  has  acquired  the 
Riches  of  the  World  ;  and  we  have  dug 
in  Mines  and  toiled  in  Tempcfts  to  give 
that  Treafure  Wings  which  no  longer 
remains  amongft  us.  Is  not  the  Truth 
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of  this  Polition  evinced  by  the  iiniverfal 
Experience  of  all  the  European  States  ? 
In  this  Advantage  there  is  nothing  local. 
It  is  the  pure  Refult  which  muft  necef- 
farily  follow  wherever  a  fimilar  Conduit 
fhall  be  obfervcd, 

# 

Should  the  French ,  therefore,  taught 
by  their  Teeming  Adverlity,  and  by  that 
Effect  which  univerfally  attends  thofe 
Afiatic  States,  which  export  not  their 
Commodities,  open  their  Ports  to  the 
Sails  of  all  Nations,  think  no  more  of 
reclaiming  their  Colonies,  nor  of  rein- 
ftating  their  Fleets,  apply  thofe  Subjects 
which  would  otherwife  be  engaged  in 
Navigation,  to  the  Calls  of  Agriculture, 
Arts  and  Manufactures,  reduce  -their 

• 

Taxes,  and  thereby  render  their  Mer¬ 
chandize  hill  more  cheap  than  that  of 
England  ■,  what  Inconveniency  may  not 
this  Kingdom  feel  from  fuch  Alterations  ? 
Shall  wc  not  have  Caufe  to  deplore  the 

Con- 
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Continuation  of  the  War  and  the  Succefs 
of  our  Arms  ?  Will  they  not  deride  the 
Menaces  of  Fleets  and  enjoy  the  Riches 
of  the  Globe  in  Security  ? 

That  fuch  will  prove  the  Event,  in 
Confequence  of  the  preceding  Meafures, 
cannot  be  denied  without  contradicting 
the  mod:  irrefragable  of  all  commercial 
Maxims.  “  That  no  legal  Inftitutions  can 
elude  illicit  Trade,  where  the  Advantages 
of  it  are  great what  avails  it  then  who 
podefs  the  Ifles  and  Colonies  of  America  ; 
fhould  we  add  Peru  and  Mexico  to 
the  Havannah ,  and  conquer  all  America  ? 
We  may  as  wrell  expedt  that  Streams  diall 
dow  up  Hill,  as  that  Trade  (hall  go  con¬ 
trary  to  its  Intered:.  Let  the  Plantations, 
therefore,  belong  to  what  Potentates  they 
may,  their  Trafdck  will  be  chiedy  car¬ 
ried  on  with  thofe  Nations  who  can  ren¬ 
der  the  Commodities  they  want  on  * 
cheaped:  Terms. 
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The  Soul  of  Trade  is  Selfifhnefs.  Will 
thofe  Englijb  Merchants,  who,  during 
Hoftilities,  have  purchafed  the  Merchan¬ 
dize  of  France,  and  vended  it  in  fo¬ 
reign  Nations,  to  the  Injury  of  their  na¬ 
tive  Land,  abflain  from  loading  their 
Veffels  at  the  fame  Ports  in  Times  of 
P eace  ;  and  from  tranfporting  their  Ma- 
mnachires  to  all  the  Colonies  of  the  new 
World  ?  Will  they  lament  the  languid 
State  of  Britijh  Commerce,  whilit  they 
are  enriching  themfelves  by  the  Produce  of 
the  F reach  ?  Will  the  Americans  renounce 
the  Advantage  of  cheaper  Purchafe,  in 
Favour  of  their  Mother  Country  ?  The 
r. xperience  of  all  Ages  evinces  the  con¬ 
trary.  Patriot ifm  and  filial  Retribution 
have  effcdted  no  fuch  wonderous  Difin- 
tcrdlednefs  in  trie  Bofoms  of  mercantile 
Men  :  Nor  have  Laws  proved  fufficiently 
coercive  to  prevent  the  Lull  of  illicit 
Gain  from  exerting  its  rapacious  Facul¬ 
ties. 
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What,  then,  muft  be  the  ultimate 
Event  of  our  Succeffes,  when,  not  only 
the  Commerce  of  thofe  Colonies  which 
we  have  fubdued,  but  even  of  thofe  we 
planted,  will  be  alienated  from  Great ~ 
Britain  ?  Will  the  Pofleffion  of  the 
Soil  compenfate  the  Profufion  of  our 
Lives  and  Treafure  ;  when  even  the  very 
Realms  from  which  we  wreited  thel'e 
Lands,  will  ftill  deduce  from  them  the 
greateft  Advantage  ?  In  what  Manner 
will  fuch  Inheritance,  could  we  bequeath 
it  to  Poflerity,  be  deemed  equivalent  to 
the  immenfe  Mortgages  we  leave  upon 
them  r  Will  they  not  exclaim  againit 
the  Madnefs  of  their  Progenitors  and  la- 
-ment  the  Defolation  which  our  Victo¬ 
ries  have  produced  ? 

Tell  me,  then,  ye  Advocates  of  War, 
by  what  Means  the  Trade  of  France 
may  be  prevented  from  being  univerfal, 
but  by  a  fpeedy  Refloration  of  Tranqui- 
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?  Is  there  a  more  delirious  Infatua- 
;  than  to  defire  the  Acquifition  of 
Lands,  for  the  Sake  of  extending 
Commerce,  when  the  Expence  of  Vic- 
:  v  rpuft  impofe  fuch  Taxes  on  our 
Commodities  -y  and  the  very  Pofleffion 
of  them  muft  ncceiiarily  preclude  the 
Power  c  ferving  them  with  Merchan¬ 
dize. 

Who,  then,  are  the  Men,  who  oppofe 
the  Return  of  Happinefs  and  of  Peace  ? 
Not  the  landed  Gentleman,  who  is  con¬ 
vinced,  that  by  the  Continuation  of  Hos¬ 
tilities  his  Lands  muft  lie  unfilled,  his 
Rents  unpaid,  and  that  the  Decay  of 
Agriculture  and  of  England  are  infcpa- 
rable.  Not  the  Merchant  of  Integrity, 
who  trades  on  his  own  Foundation,  and 
knows  that  the  Riches  of  the  State  are 
in  Proportion  to  the  Number  of  work¬ 
ing  Hands,  and  the  Cheapnefs  of  their 
Products ;  and  that  augmented  Prices  and 
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diminithed  Labour  muft  refcind  the 
Source  of  Exportation  and  of  Wealth. 
Not  the  Artifan  and  Manufacturer,  who 
feel  that  the  Oppreflion  of  Commerce 
by  fuch  Methods,  muft  deprive  them  of 
Employment  and  of  Bread;  and  oblige 
them  to  defert  their  native  Land,  and 
feek  Suftenance  in  alien  Countries. 

—  *  i 

Thofe,  then,  who  bellow  for  War;  are 
Men  who  fatten  on  your  ■  Ruin  ;  whofe 
immenfe  Profits  depend  on  the  protract¬ 
ing  of  Hoftilities,  whether  in  Place,  Poft 
or  Profeffion  ;  engaged  in  Remittances, 
Contracts,  Jobs,  the  Difcontented,  Dis¬ 
appointed,  and  Undifcerning;  or  Men, 
who  afiuming  the  honourable  Name  of 
Merchant,  are  no  more  than  FaCtors  for 
the  Colonifts ;  whofe  Gain  in  Commii- 
fions  depends  on  the  cxceftive  Prices  of  all 
they  fell,  infurc  and  purchafe.  Dealers 
in  Stocks,  the  fraudulent  Conveyers  of 
Property,  which  they  polfefs  not,  and  on- 
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ly  barter  to  deceive.  In  Fad,  all  who 
are  the  Bane  of  the  public  Weal  are 
bufy  to  feduce  the  Honeft  and  the  Cre¬ 
dulous  to  believe  and  be  undone.  Men. 
whofe  Suggeftions  are  not  lefs  iniquitous 
than  thofe  of  Satan  to  the  Ear  of  Eve, 
when,  flie  was  tempted  to  the  Ruin  of 
her  Race  ;  and  who  as  truly  deferve  to  be 
expelled  this  Kingdom,  as  our  firft  -  Pa¬ 
rent’s  from  the  Blifs  of  Paradife. 

i. 

Thofe  are  the  Men  who  aflert,  that 
though  our  Expences  are  enormous,  it 
matters  not  who  poflelTes  the  Wealth, 
whilft  it  remains  in  this  Kingdom.  Is  it 

O 

not  felf-evident,  that  it  tarries  not  amongft 
us?  Yet,  even  that  Circumftance  of  re¬ 
maining  in  this  Ifle, -would  prove  more 
fpecious  than  convincing.  What  Rea- 
fon  have  fuch  Aflertors  to  aflign,  why  the 
Hands  of  induftrious  and  ufeful  Millions 
fhall  he  doomed  to  fill  the  Coffers  of  the 
profligate  and  Abandoned  ?  Taxed  to 
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Extremity  to  encreafe  their  Riches,  and 
to  wafte  their  Lives  in  making  thofe 
their  Superiours,  who  void  of  all  Defert, 
have  no  Claim  to  that  Superiority  ?  Are 
not  thefe  the  Motives  which  render  War 
fo  amiable  in  their  Eyes,  and  expedite  the 
Miferies  of  England ? 


Such  are  thofe  who  would  perfuade  us 
that,  notwithftanding  the  Ruin  of  this 
Eland  has  been  long  predicted,  it  ftill  re¬ 
mains  as  vigorous  as  ever.  But,  believe 
me,  it  is  no  uncommon  Thing  for  States, 
like  Animals,  fuddenly  to  expire  in  con- 
vulfive  Struggles,  which  manifeft  more 


Strength  than  Health  itfc’f. 


Let  us,  therefore,  give  to  the  French 
what  may  ftill  continue  than  a  naval 
State,  that  we  lofe  not  the  Power  of 
fpreading  Terrour  on  them  by  future  Me¬ 
naces  of  War.  Let  us  eftablifti  Peace, 
reduce  our  Taxes,  encourage  Trade,  re- 

ftore 


r  ’t,  '  :  ''j&W:'** fa  !$'%£• 


m 


iM 


\tsJu  l$& 


M 


.*i±:  1; 


(  40  ) 


ftore  the  Conftitution;  revive  Religion 
and  Morality,  and  by  thefe  Means  recover 
our  ancient  Felicity.  Thus  lhall  his 
Majefty  be  enabled  to  fpread  thofe  Blef- 
fings  on  his  People,  which  he  longs  to 
fee  accomplilhed,  and  Great-Britain  be¬ 
come  once  more  that  Scene  of  Happi- 
nefs,  which  Heaven  originally  intended 
by  lurrounding  it  with  the  Ocean. 


F  I  N  I  S. 
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